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Amorality: The lack of moral sense or principles: Webster’s New World Collegiate Dictionary. 
 
Last month I had an interesting discussion with a very smart 17 year old Canadian boy; let’s call him 
“The Kid.” The Kid argued that torture of political prisoners, specifically “water boarding”, is justified 
when terrorism a la 9-11 is a purported threat to the United States. I argued that any torture of any human 
being under any circumstance is unequivocally immoral.  
 
At the time, I didn’t even know what “water boarding” was but listened to his description and was 
absolutely appalled that my government would condone such inhumane tactics. For some reason, I have 
naively thought we Americans were better than the fascist Japanese at Bataan or the communist North 
Vietnamese in the Hanoi Hilton.  
 
As an aside, I don’t agree with much of John McCain’s politics but he is a Man’s man and he absolutely 
has the right take on the issue of torture. 
 
After going a few rounds, The Kid and I finally agreed to disagree.  
 
The Kid still lives in the nest and I have observed that Fox News is a constant companion in his 
household. It’s likely he has never been exposed to all sides and perhaps is not yet old enough to question 
and think independently. Hell, my parents are staunch Republicans so I was a Nixon supporter at age 16. 
But then I went to off to college and became a McGovern campaign worker at age 20.    
 
I suspect that when The Kid starts college at the University of Chicago next year and gets bombarded by 
that other, equally as biased and equally as dangerous ultra-left wing of the American political spectrum, 
his views on the morality of torture may tend to change. I certainly hope so because he really is A Good 
Kid.  
 
 
In 1902, America was involved in a war to suppress rebellion in the Philippines, which the U.S. had taken 
Spain in the Spanish-American war, then decided to keep for itself instead of granting the Filipinos their 
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promised independence. That imperialism outraged American author, icon, and moralist Mark Twain. So 
did “the torturing of Filipinos by the awful ‘water cure’.” 
 
He wrote: “To make them confess—what? Truth? Or lies? How can one know which it is they are telling? 
For under unendurable pain a man confesses anything that is required of him, true or false, and his 
evidence is worthless.”  
 
(For more about Twain’s contributions to American thought and society, see the July 14 issue of Time 
magazine.) 
 
So lo and behold, we’ve actually been doing this to our “enemies” for over 100 years!  
 
How long will it be before our amoral United States government imprisons law-abiding but dissenting 
American citizens without trial, conviction, and sentence and applies their newly coined euphemism for 
the horrible drowning torture, “water boarding”, to extract “confessions” from those of us who dare to 
freely speak our minds and disagree with their socio-fascist policies? 
 
It is totally incomprehensible to me, and was also to Mark Twain more than a century ago, that there is a 
debate in our free society over whether torture of political prisoners is just or unjust and should be 
allowed or banned.  
 
It is blatantly unconstitutional in the United State of America to imprison people for their political views. 
A government that purports to support the intrinsic rights of the people to live free and without undo 
interference from that very government cannot tolerate such atrocities. 
 
The Bill of Rights of the United States Constitution is considered by my fellow Americans to be the 
foundation of our inherent freedoms and that which distinguishes us from all other nations on the face of 
the Earth.  
 
The Sixth Amendment states: “In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy 
and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district where in the crime shall have been 
committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature 
and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process 
for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defense. 
 
I can only hope that our freedoms remain as sacrosanct to our government leaders today as they were to 
our Founding Fathers 221 years ago. 
 
Oh, I almost forgot to tell you: The Kid is half Filipino. 
 
Apparently even the descendants of betrayed and conquered peoples have forgotten past injustices and are 
now infected with the very same amorality as their once-hated imperialist conquerors.  
 
Que lastima. 
 
 
Ciao for now, 
 
Mickey Fulp 
Mercenary Geologist 
 



 

The Mercenary Geologist Michael S. “Mickey” Fulp is a Certified Professional Geologist with a 
B.Sc. Earth Sciences with honor from the University of Tulsa, and M.Sc. Geology from the University of 
New Mexico. Mickey has 30 years experience as an exploration geologist searching for economic 
deposits of base and precious metals, industrial minerals, uranium, coal, oil and gas, and water in North 
and South America, Europe, and Asia. 

Mickey has worked for junior explorers, major mining companies, private companies, and investors as a 
consulting economic geologist for the past 22 years, specializing in geological mapping, property 
evaluation, and business development.  In addition to Mickey’s professional credentials and experience, 
he is high-altitude proficient, and is bilingual in English and Spanish. From 2003 to 2006, he made four 
outcrop ore discoveries in Peru, Nevada, Chile, and British Columbia.   

Mickey is well-known throughout the mining and exploration community due to his ongoing work as an 
analyst, newsletter writer, and speaker.  
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Disclaimer: I am not a certified financial analyst, broker, or professional qualified to offer investment 
advice. Nothing in a report, commentary, this website, interview, and other content constitutes or can be 
construed as investment advice or an offer or solicitation to buy or sell stock. Information is obtained 
from research of public documents and content available on the company’s website, regulatory filings, 
various stock exchange websites, and stock information services, through discussions with company 
representatives, agents, other professionals and investors, and field visits. While the information is 
believed to be accurate and reliable, it is not guaranteed or implied to be so. The information may not be 
complete or correct; it is provided in good faith but without any legal responsibility or obligation to 
provide future updates. I accept no responsibility, or assume any liability, whatsoever, for any direct, 
indirect or consequential loss arising from the use of the information. The information contained in a 
report, commentary, this website, interview, and other content is subject to change without notice, may 
become outdated, and will not be updated. A report, commentary, this website, interview, and other 
content reflect my personal opinions and views and nothing more. All content of this website is subject to 
international copyright protection and no part or portion of this website, report, commentary, interview, 
and other content may be altered, reproduced, copied, emailed, faxed, or distributed in any form without 
the express written consent of Michael S. (Mickey) Fulp, Mercenary Geologist.com LLC. 
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