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Cesium was first designated a critical mineral by the Trump Administration’s Department of Interior in 
February of 2018. 

I sounded an alarm on the pending sale of the world’s cesium monopoly by Cabot Corporation to 
Sinomine Resource Group Co. Ltd in late April (Mercenary Musing, April 22, 2019). It apparently fell 
on deaf ears as my subsequent reporting was upon closing of the deal (Mercenary Musing, July 1, 
2019).

Due to our government’s apparent lack of concern and resulting inaction, what was previously an 
American-controlled market is now owned by the Chinese.

China’s cesium strategy is outlined in this press release of July 24. With the acquisition, Sinomine:

 controls 75% of known cesium reserves;

 is the world’s largest producer and supplier of cesium products;

 owns 126 international patents on cesium processing and applications;

 owns production, research, and recycling plants in Canada, United States, and Britain; 

 has sales and marketing offices in North America, Europe, Asia, and Africa.

Sinomine Resource Group intends to control the world mine-to-market cesium supply chain. At this 
juncture, it appears to have accomplished that goal.

Meanwhile, back in the US of A, we are left to wonder if Trump’s critical mineral list with the numerous 
committees, reports, and studies that it generates is just another government boondoggle designed as 
make-work for career and revolving door bureaucrats. 
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Obama’s green energy programs in the early 2010s served only to waste billions of taxpayer dollars in 
serial bankruptcies and saddle us with very expensive light bulbs and much higher electricity costs. 

In turn, what will all these new critical mineral government programs do except provide grants, credits, 
and subsidies that benefit the Deep State military-industrial complex and take our country further down 
the road to debt default? 

It seems to me that China is once again the early bird that gets the worm while the US snoozes and loses. 

Ciao for now,

Mickey Fulp
Mercenary Geologist

Acknowledgment: Thanks to Christopher Eccelstone of Hallgarten Research for the Sinomine Resource 
Group Co. Ltd press release. 

The Mercenary Geologist Michael S. “Mickey” Fulp is a Certified Professional Geologist with a 
B.Sc. in Earth Sciences with honor from the University of Tulsa, and M.Sc. in Geology from the 
University of New Mexico. Mickey has 35 years of experience as an exploration geologist and analyst 
searching for economic deposits of base and precious metals, industrial minerals, uranium, coal, oil and 
gas, and water in North and South America, Europe, and Asia.

Mickey worked for junior explorers, major mining companies, private companies, and investors as a 
consulting economic geologist for over 20 years, specializing in geological mapping, property evaluation, 
and business development.  In addition to Mickey’s professional credentials and experience, he is high-
altitude proficient, and is bilingual in English and Spanish. From 2003 to 2006, he made four outcrop ore 
discoveries in Peru, Nevada, Chile, and British Columbia.  

Mickey is well-known and highly respected throughout the mining and exploration community due to his 
ongoing work as an analyst, writer, and speaker. 
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Disclaimer and Notice: I am not a certified financial analyst, broker, or professional qualified to offer 
investment advice. Nothing in any report, commentary, this website, interview, and other content 
constitutes or can be construed as investment advice or an offer or solicitation or advice to buy or sell 
stock or any asset or investment. All of my presentations should be considered an opinion and my 
opinions may be based upon information obtained from research of public documents and content 
available on the company’s website, regulatory filings, various stock exchange websites, and stock 
information services, through discussions with company representatives, agents, other professionals and 
investors, and field visits. My opinions are based upon information believed to be accurate and reliable, 
but my opinions are not guaranteed or implied to be so. The opinions presented may not be complete or 
correct; all information is provided without any legal responsibility or obligation to provide future 
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updates. I accept no responsibility and no liability, whatsoever, for any direct, indirect, special, punitive, 
or consequential damages or loss arising from the use of my opinions or information. The information 
contained in a report, commentary, this website, interview, and other content is subject to change without 
notice, may become outdated, and may not be updated. A report, commentary, this website, interview, 
and other content reflect my personal opinions and views and nothing more. All content of this website is 
subject to international copyright protection and no part or portion of this website, report, commentary, 
interview, and other content may be altered, reproduced, copied, emailed, faxed, or distributed in any 
form without the express written consent of Michael S. (Mickey) Fulp, MercenaryGeologist.com LLC.
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